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Transporting Members: Responsibilities 
Sometimes it is necessary for junior members to rely on the goodwill of other members’, their parents and/or volunteers to transport them to and from training and competitions. It is reasonable for clubs and activity organisers to place full responsibility on parents for ensuring appropriate transport arrangements are made. Where parents/carers transport their own children or make private arrangements with other parents/carers to deliver or collect their children, they are responsible for their children’s safety and for the suitability of any travel arrangements.
Private arrangements
Transport arrangements that are made between parents and members outside of the fencing club (for example. when the club/Scottish Fencing is not providing transport as part of an activity) are a private arrangement outside of the control of the club/Scottish Fencing and are the responsibility of that parent and the person they arrange the transport with, who may or may not be a Scottish Fencing member. 
Fencing club/Scottish Fencing organised transportation
Where the club/Scottish Fencing is organising transportation of its junior members and ask or require parents to transport other people’s children on the club’s behalf, the organiser has a responsibility to take reasonable steps to safeguard these young people for whom they have a duty of care. Before allocating drivers, it is worth considering the following points:
· Transport is not included in membership.
· It is not advisable to allow newly qualified drivers to transport other members of the group on behalf of club/Scottish Fencing within the first six months of obtaining their licence.  
· Members and volunteers driving regularly on behalf of the club/Scottish Fencing should be criminal record (PVG) checked. If the club cannot transport members safely, the club should ask parents to transport their own children to an event. 

Vehicles and Drivers
Once the drivers have been identified they need to know their responsibilities. It is the responsibility of the member/volunteer to: 
· Hold the appropriate driver's licence,
· Ensure their car is well maintained, correctly taxed and MOTed,
· Have the correct insurance and notify their insurers that the vehicle may be used for the transportation of members (refer to Transporting Members: Car Insurance),
· Ensure that the number of passengers carried is in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations /specifications and the number of available seatbelts,
· Be in good health, ensuring that any medication does not affect their ability to drive, 
· Have regular eye-sight checks, and
· Not be under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
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The club should check that the above is in place.
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