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Travelling to training and events
If a member or volunteer uses their car to travel to training and/or events as a representative of their Fencing Club, the motor insurance company may need to know.
Motor insurance companies take differing views of volunteering. Some consider volunteering to be a social activity and hobby and are therefore happy to include volunteering under their category of “Social Use” whilst others view volunteering as a work activity and therefore classify car usage for volunteering as “Business Use”. 
Insurance companies should not charge any additional premium to customers who “upgrade” to business use. However, being insured under the wrong category can give an insurance company the opportunity to argue its way out of paying out in case of a claim.

Milage allowance
Where mileage allowances are paid to volunteers as reimbursement of travel costs, this may appear to give insurers the appearance of increased formality and therefore “work” or “business”. 
Next steps
· Scottish Fencing recommends that all fencing volunteers/members contact their respective motor insurance companies to let them know the extent and nature of their use of their vehicle in connection with fencing as a volunteer/member, and to discuss and clarify the details of their insurance policy.
· If necessary, volunteers/members should subsequently send brief details to their insurance company in writing and request confirmation of cover in writing.  

Employed Staff 
It must be noted that all staff employed by Scottish Fencing or a fencing club who use their own vehicle to travel to training and events must insure their vehicle for business use. As a matter of best practice, it is suggested that the employer asks to see a copy of the Certificate of Insurance to establish that adequate motor insurance is in place.
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