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Can I Drive a Minibus?
Drivers who passed their driving test before 1 January 1997 should have category D1 on their license (probably marked with a 101 restriction meaning ‘not for hire or reward’). This means they can already drive a minibus with under 17 seats in a voluntary capacity.

Drivers who passed their driving test after 1 January 1997 can still drive a minibus with under 17 seats in a voluntary capacity, providing they meet certain conditions:
· They are over the age of 21, 
· They have had a car (category B) driving license for over two years,
· They are driving the minibus on a voluntary basis and do not receive any payment,
· The minibus is not being used for hire or reward,
· The minibus’s maximum weight is not more than 3.5 tonnes, or 4.25 tonnes including any specialist equipment for the carriage of disabled passengers, and
· They must not tow a trailer. 

Many self-drive car-hire companies and local authorities rent minibuses; however, they may also have further requirements for the driver in order to meet their insurance conditions. Before hiring a minibus always check with the hire company that the volunteer is able to drive it!

What is ‘hire or reward’?
‘Hire or reward’ means the minibus is being used like a taxi, bus or coach in order to make a profit. For example, you could not hire a minibus to pick up members and charge them a price per person to transport them if the money charged exceeded the costs.  However, you could hire a minibus to take members to a competition, and they could split the hire and fuel costs between them. 

Minibus Driver Training
Volunteers who regularly drive minibuses for fencing purposes are encouraged to undertake MiDAS training.  Contrary to popular misconception this is not a test, but is the Minibus Driver Awareness Scheme, usually consisting of a day’s training both in the classroom and on the road, covering the practical and safety issues of driving a minibus.

For further information on MiDAS trainers in your area contact the Community Transport Association on 0161 351 1475 or visit the MiDAS website.

Remember: Driving a minibus full of members is a big responsibility.  If in doubt consider hiring a reputable local coach company, who will also undertake all route planning, have highly trained professional PCV drivers and will supply you with a copy of their Risk Assessment.
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