The Highland Open Fencing Tournament 2022
A record number of entries from Elgin Duellist Fencing Club was a fitting tribute to mark the 50th anniversary of the UK’s most northernly ranking fencing tournament held at Elgin High School on 24th and 25th September.
With it origins going back to the Cairngorm Winter Festival, the Highland Open was first held in Aviemore as a team competition in 1972 where entry fees were an outrageous 10p not for one fencer but for the whole team! 
Over the years, the tournament has been held in various locations in the north of Scotland but for the last eight years the competition has taken place in Elgin and is hosted by Elgin Duellist Fencing Club. Despite entry fees having increased in the intervening years somewhat, the competition is in good health and attracts fencers from both home and abroad”, said Robin Paterson, Head Coach and Secretary of the Organising Committee.
He added that “this year, there were 172 entries from 25 clubs competing in the men’s and women’s foil, epee and sabre categories from as far afield as Shetland to Norfolk over the two days of the tournament. Of these entries we were delighted that 18 members of Elgin Duellist Fencing Club took up the challenge to compete. With the nearest fencing tournaments usually being held in the central belt of Scotland, there has always been a strong equalities drive for the Club to offer this competition locally and many of our club members would not otherwise have the chance to ever experience this level of competition. Over the weekend, Elgin Duellists who fenced ranged in age from 13 to 70 and included three sets of parents and their off-spring and for many, this was their first competition outside the Club. In its own right, we consider this to be a terrific achievement for Elgin Duellist Fencing Club which was established in 2007”.
As always, the standard of fencing across the three weapons in both the Men’s and Women’s events was high.
On the Saturday, Elgin Duellist Club Coach and Scottish Internationalist Callum Sutherland (24) was aiming to reclaim his Men’s Epee champion title that he won in 2019 prior to the tournament going into abeyance due to COVID restrictions. Unfortunately, the home grown star epeeist was knocked out at the quarter finals stage by the 1988 Seoul Olympian and Scottish Veteran team member Hugh Kernohan (Culloden Fencing Club) who then went on to beat Rob Blackburne (Forth Valley Fencing Club) in a nail biting final to win the Men’s Epee title on extra time. This victory was well deserved since Hugh was very much on form prior to this competition having won the Merseyside Open earlier in the season. Nonetheless, his win was poignant on the 50th Anniversary of the tournament since Hugh first entered the Highland Open in 1980 and this was the first time he has won this title.
In his first Highland Open, Cameron Hay (Buckie Community High School) secured a very respectable 38th place and junior Elgin Duellist Club Champion, Ellis MacKenzie came in 28th. Buckie High School teacher Jon Goulding secured 43rd place out of a total entry of 46 epeeists.
The Women’s Epee was won by Shetland teacher, Mhairi Gifford (Shetland Fencing Club).
In the Men’s Sabre event, Jadon Rongong (Elgin Academy), did well and got a taste of high level sabre in his first competition and came in 27th. In his first ever open competition, Elgin Duellist Club Secretary, Michael Hawkins showed that age is no barrier to competing and the 70 year old secured 26th place. The highest ranking sabre result for the Club went to Coach Alex Keddie who secured 18th place. The overall winner of the Men’s Sabre title was Ethan Llewellyn (Sancroft Blades).
Unfortunately due to visa complications, the Ghana Men’s Sabre Team were unable to compete this year but hope to enter the Highland Open next year.
The Women’s Sabre title was retained by Ethan’s sister, and 2019’s champion, Elsie Llewellyn (Sancroft Blades).
On the Sunday, a record 12 Elgin Duellists competed in the Men’s Foil event. For Edwin Naughton (Cults Academy), Jake Grant (Keith Grammar School), Mark Milne (Elgin Academy), Keir Forsyth (Elgin Academy), Reuben Stewart (Elgin Academy) and Andrew Paterson (Elgin Academy), this was their first ever open competition. Edwin was 35th, Jake 37th, Mark 38th, Keir 41st, Reuben 42nd and Andrew won his first Direct Elimination fight to secure a commendable 22nd place.  All fenced very well and gained valuable future competitive experience.
Of the seasoned Elgin Duellist foilists, Jon Goulding 43rd, Ellis Mackenzie was 28th, Robin Paterson 22nd and Callum Sutherland 9th. The two personal best results were secured by Casper Hawkins who fenced with great composure to win two direct elimination fights to finish in 15th place. 
In his best ever Highland Open, Joe Joyce who competed as a Culloden Fencing Club member but who also attends Elgin Duellist Fencing Club won joint 3rd place. This was a tremendous result and bodes well for the future.
The Men’s Foil gold medal was eventually reclaimed by the 2019 winner, Charlie Broughton (Salle Holyrood) after a tough match against Abdulaziz Alawadh (University of Glasgow Fencing Club).
In the Women’s Foil, another Elgin Duellist personal best was secured by Elgin Academy teacher Fleur Stewart who secured 10th place. This result shows a continued improvement on her previous performances. 
The winner of Women’s Foil title went to Alice Knowles (University of Strathclyde Fencing Club).       
.After an enforced two year break due to the COVID pandemic, the success of this year’s Highland Open has given a strong foundation to celebrate many more anniversaries of one of Scotland’s older running fencing competitions.

Elgin Duellist Fencing Club member results are as follows:-
	
	

Name
	Category
	

Age
	Final Results Position

	
	
	
	
	Men’s 
Epee
	Men’s Sabre
	Men’s Foil
	Women’s Foil

	1
	Callum Sutherland (Elgin)
	Senior
	24
	5
	
	9
	

	2
	Casper Hawkins (Forres)
	Student
	20
	
	
	15
	

	3
	Robin Paterson (Elgin)
	Veteran
	52
	
	
	22
	

	4
	Ellis MacKenzie (Elgin)
	Student
	18
	
	
	28
	

	5
	Andrew Paterson (Elgin)
	Pupil
	13
	
	
	32
	

	6
	Edwin Naughton (Peterculter)
	Pupil
	14
	
	
	35
	

	7
	Oliver Harrison (Elgin)
	Student
	20
	
	
	36
	

	8
	Jake Grant (Keith)
	Pupil
	15
	
	
	37
	

	9
	Mark Milne (Huntly)
	Pupil
	14
	
	
	38
	

	10
	Keir Forsyth (Elgin)
	Pupil
	14
	
	
	41
	

	11
	Reuben Stewart (Hopeman)
	Pupil
	13
	
	
	42
	

	12
	Jon Goulding (Forres) 
	Veteran
	52
	43
	
	43
	

	13
	Fleur Stewart (Hopeman)
	Senior
	39
	
	
	
	10

	14
	Cameron Hay (Fordyce)
	Pupil
	14
	38
	
	
	

	15
	Michael Hawkins (Forres)
	Veteran
	70
	
	26
	
	

	16
	Jadon Rongong (Elgin)
	Pupil
	16
	
	27
	
	

	17
	Alex Keddie (Elgin)
	Senior
	35
	
	18
	
	

	18
	Joe Joyce (Elgin)*
	Senior
	27
	22
	
	3
	



*While Jo is a member of Elgin Duellist Fencing Club, he entered the Highland Open as a member of Culloden Fencing Club. This is the other club he fences for.
The overall results for the Highland Open Fencing Tournament (2022) are as follows:-
Men’s Epee
1. Hugh Kernohan, Culloden Fencing Club
2. Rob Blackburne, Forth Valley Fencing Club 
3T. Calum McGhee, Wallace Fencing Academy
3T. Malcolm Downie, Forth Valley Fencing Club
Women’s Epee
1. Mhairi Gifford, Shetland Fencing Club
2. Laura Jamieson, Braveheart Fencing Club
3T.Chloe Campbell, Forth Valley Fencing Club 
3T. Kirsty Urquhart, Culloden Fencing Club
Men’s Sabre
1.Ethan Llewellyn, Sancroft Blades Fencing Club
2. Oisin Lindsay-Dorward, University of Strathclyde Fencing Club
3T. Miller Hetherington, Salle Ossian
3T. Vinson Wong, St Andrews University Fencing Club
Women’s Sabre
1. Elsie Llewellyn, Sancroft Blades Fencing Club
2. Chloe Campbell, Forth Valley Fencing Club
3T. Charlotte Smith, Salle Ossian 
3T.Yue Shao, University of Glasgow Fencing Club
Men’s Foil
1. Charlie Broughton, Salle Holyrood
2. Abdulaziz Alawadh, University of Glasgow Fencing Club
3T. James Havard, Salle Holyrood 
3T. Joe Joyce, Culloden Fencing Club
Women’s Foil
1. Alice Knowles, University of Strathclyde Fencing Club

2. Carolyn Schwab, Salle Holyrood
3T. Kirsty Urquhart, Culloden Fencing Club
3T. Mhairi Gifford, Shetland Fencing Club

Elgin Duellist Fencing Club was established in 2007 and meets every Thursday during term time at Elgin High from 6.30 to 9.00pm. 
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