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Elgin Duellists Triumph at the Highland Open
Members of Elgin Duellist Fencing Club excelled at this year’s Highland Open Fencing 
Tournament which is the most northernly nationally ranked fencing competition in the
UK.
A record number of 18 entries from Elgin Duellist Fencing Club -ranging in age from 
13 to 71- represented the Club at the competition during the last weekend of
 September (23rd & 24th September) and the pinnacle of success was Scottish
Internationalist Callum Sutherland (25) who staged a nail-biting comeback in the final
to win the Men’s Epee gold medal against Tobias Berry (Knightsbridge Fencing Club).
In third place was last year’s winner, ex Olympian and fellow north section fencer, 
Hugh Kernohan (Culloden Fencing Club).
“Callum won the gold in the Men’s Epee in 2019 and we are so proud of his repeat
victory. The local Electrician is home grown talent having joined Elgin Duellist Fencing 
Club at the age of 10. Over the years, Callum has grown as a fencer, winning the Scottish Schools Under 16 Boys’ Epee title in 2013/14 and then competing at the highest level in the UK to come 3rd in the Elite Epee in Newcastle in 2019 and being selected to represent Scotland in the winning Men’s Epee Team at the Home International held in Dublin in the same year. He is truly an inspiration for our young Duellists,” said Robin Paterson, Elgin Duellist Fencing Club Head Coach.
He added that “from a total entry of 112 fencers from 25 clubs, who travelled as far afield as Shetland to London, to compete in the men’s and women’s foil, epee and sabre categories over the weekend, Elgin Duellist Fencing Club secured some of its best results in an Open competition with a distinct overall improvement in performance compared to the previous year. 
Most notably, in the Men’s Foil category, Club Junior Champion Edwin Naughton (15, Peterculter) improved on his 35th position from last year to secure an outstanding 12th place, Reuben Stewart (14, Hopeman) improved on his 42th place to come 28th and fellow Elgin Academy pupil Andrew Paterson (14, Elgin) improved on his 32 place to secure 24th place. Although not fencing for Elgin Duellist Fencing Club, we were delighted that Joe Joyce (Culloden Fencing Club) retained his bronze medal from last year.
Also competing in the Men’s Foil category were Casper Hawkins (13th place), Jake Grant (Keith, 30th place) and Keir Forsyth (Elgin, 37th, place). Luca Fowles (Duffus, 38th place) and Jushua Toonen (Elgin, 40th place) delivered strong performances in their first Open competition. 
In the Men’s Epee category, Buckie High School pupil Cameron Hay, improved on his 38th position last year to secure an excellent 23rd place this year. Our youngest Elgin Duellist competitor, Forres Academy pupil, Owen Lewis (13) secured 35th place and Buckie High School pupil Levi Lawson (14) came in 40th in their first Open competitions.
In the Men’s Sabre, Jadon Rongong (17, Elgin) proved that all his hard work at the club was worth it by improving on his 27th place last year by securing a very good 17th place. Also in this category, our oldest Elgin Duellist, Michael Hawkins (71, Forres) was delighted on improving on his 27th place to come in 19th. All excellent results.
In the Women’s Foil category, Fleur Stewart (40, Hopeman) won her last 32 direct elimination match to be knocked out at the last 16 stage by the eventual winner and Lucinda Naughton (18, Peterculter), who fences at Elgin Duellist Fencing but was competing for Liverpool Fencing Club got through to the last 8 direct elimination stage and came 6th.
For many of our members, this may be the only time that they have an opportunity to compete against some of the top-ranking fencers in Scotland and throughout the UK. With the nearest fencing tournaments usually held in the central belt of Scotland, we were delighted that so many Elgin Duellist took the brave decision to enter this year’s tournament. 
Throughout the two days of the competition, the standard of fencing was very high with memorable finals.
On the Saturday, Quentin Geoffrey (Edinburgh University) beat last year’s winner Ethan Llewellyn (Sancroft Blades) 15-9 in an exceptionally high standard Men’s Sabre final. Quentin who has previously represented France at Cadet level has recently changed his nationally so he can represent Laos in the Asian Games.
In the Women’s Sabre final, Ethan’s sister, Elsie Llewelyn was however successful and retained the gold medal she won last year by beating club mate Jennfier Sancroft 15-12.
The Women’s Epee final was very much a north of Scotland affair, with Mhairi Gifford (Shetland Fencing Club) delivering a commanding performance to beat Kirsty Urquhart (Culloden Fencing Club) 15-1.
On the Sunday, the line up for the Men’s Foil final was a repeat of last year with Kuwaiti national Abdulaziz Alawadh (University of Glasgow Fencing Club) fighting against 2019 winner, Charlie Broughton (Salle Holyrood). Until the last moments, it looked like and Abdulaziz would maintain his narrow lead to secure his first Highland Open victory. However, a series of blistering attacks by Charlie during the final period secured a 15-14 victory for Charlie and the retention of his title.
In the Women’s Foil Final, Mhairi Gifford (Shetland Fencing Club) was this time unable to overcome her adversary and finished runner up to Chloe Campbell (Forth Valley Fencing Club). A 15-11 win secured Chloe’s first Open Fencing Competition title. Mhairi was nevertheless consoled with the Highland Open Outstanding Performance Shield for her success in the Women’s Foil and Epee categories,” added Robin Paterson.  
Elgin Duellist Fencing Club look forward to building on this year’s Highland Open success and welcoming everyone back to Elgin next year. 
----------------------------------------------ENDS----------------------------------------------------------
Notes to Editor
1. If you require any further information, please contact me on 07745011337 (any time)

2. While some photos are attached to this press release, a range of other photos are available on request.

3. Elgin Duellist Fencing Club member results are as follows:-

[bookmark: _Hlk146573808]The numbers in brackets is the ranking position for the Highland Open in 2022.
	
	

Name
	Category
	

Age
	Results Position in 2023

	
	
	
	
	Men’s 
Epee
	Men’s Sabre
	Men’s Foil
	Women’s
Epee
	Women’s Foil

	1
	Callum Sutherland (Elgin)
	Senior
	25
	(5) 1
	
	(9)    5
	
	

	2
	Casper Hawkins (Forres)
	Student
	21
	
	
	(15)  13
	
	

	3
	Robin Paterson (Elgin)
	Veteran
	53
	
	
	(22) 16
	
	

	4
	Andrew Paterson (Elgin)
	Pupil
	14
	
	
	(32)  24
	
	

	5
	Edwin Naughton (Peterculter)
	Pupil
	15
	        24
	
	(35)  12
	
	

	6
	Jake Grant 
(Keith)
	Pupil
	16
	
	
	(37) 30
	
	

	7
	Keir Forsyth 
(Elgin)
	Pupil
	16
	
	
	(41)  37
	
	

	8
	Reuben Stewart (Hopeman)
	Pupil
	14
	
	
	(42)  28
	
	

	9
	Fleur Stewart (Hopeman)
	Senior
	40
	
	
	
	
	(10)    16

	10
	Cameron Hay (Fordyce)
	Pupil
	15
	(38) 23
	
	
	
	

	11
	Michael Hawkins (Forres)
	Veteran
	71
	
	(26)  19
	
	
	

	12
	Jadon Rongong (Elgin)
	Pupil
	17
	
	(27)  17
	
	
	

	13
	Joe Joyce 
(Elgin)*
	Senior
	27
	(22) 15
	
	(3)  3
	
	

	Entered the Highland Open for the first time in 2023

	14
	Owen Lewis
(Dyke)
	Pupil
	13
	        35
	
	35
	
	

	15
	Levi Lawson
(Buckie)
	Pupil
	14
	        40
	
	
	
	

	16
	Lucinda Naughton
(Peterculter)*
	Student
	20
	            
	
	
	           8
	             6

	17

	Luca Fowles
(Duffus)
	Pupil
	15
	
	
	         38
	
	

	18
	Jushua Toonen
(Elgin)
	Pupil

	14
	
	
	         40
	
	

	Didn’t compete in the Highland Open 2023

	
	Ellis MacKenzie (Elgin)
	Student
	19
	
	
	      (28)
	
	

	
	Alex Keddie 
(Elgin)
	Senior
	35
	
	18
	
	
	

	
	Jon Goulding (Forres) 
	Veteran
	53
	(43)
	
	(43)
	
	

	
	Mark Milne 
(Huntly)
	Pupil
	15
	
	
	         38
	
	

	
	Oliver Harrison (Elgin)
	Student
	21
	
	
	(36)
	
	



*While Joe and Lucinda are members of Elgin Duellist Fencing Club, both entered the Highland Open as members of Culloden Fencing Club and University of Liverpool Fencing Club respectively. These are the other clubs they fence for.
3. The overall results for the Highland Open Fencing Tournament (2023) are as follows:-
Men’s Epee
1. Callum Sutherland, Elgin Duellist Fencing Club
2. Tobias Berry, Knightsbridge Fencing Club
3T. Rob Blackburne, Forth Valley Fencing Club
3T. Hugh Kernohan, Culloden Fencing Club
Women’s Epee
1. Mhairi Gifford, Shetland Fencing Club
2. Kirsty Urquhart, Culloden Fencing Club
3T.Hannah MacKenzie, Culloden Fencing Club
3T. Hannah Marshall, Unaffiliated

Men’s Sabre
1.Quentin Geoffroy, Edinburgh University Fencing Club
2. Ethan Llewellyn, Sancroft Blades Fencing Club
3T. Jack Geddes, Salle Ossian
3T. Brodie MacDonald, West Lothian Fencing Club
Women’s Sabre
1. Elsie Llewellyn, Sancroft Blades Fencing Club
2. Jennifer Sancroft, Sancroft Blades Fencing Club
3T. Morgane Chavaneau, Forth Valley Fencing Club
3T.Sophia Milne, Salle Ossian
Men’s Foil
1. Charlie Broughton, Salle Holyrood
2. Abdulaziz Alawadh, University of Glasgow Fencing Club
3T. Joseph Cox, Salle Holyrood 
3T. Joe Joyce, Culloden Fencing Club
Women’s Foil

1. Chloe Campbell, Forth Valley Fencing Club

2. Mhairi Gifford, Shetland Fencing Club
3T. Kirsty Urquhart, Culloden Fencing Club
3T. Alexia Hardie, Salle Holyrood

Elgin Duellist Fencing Club was established in 2007 and meets every Thursday during term time at Elgin High School from 6.30 to 9.00pm. 


         
5

